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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 

U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 

Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

Claims 1-20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Steven Parker et al. (U.S. Pub. NO. 20030004997 and hereinafter as Parker). 

With respect to claim 1, Parker discloses a method of producing a 
personalized data file, the method comprising the steps of: a) providing a 
message comprising at least one word to a person present at a site on a network 
and specifying a first data file (i.e., "database of expressions categorized by occasions, 
the greeting card messages would be further personalized by interaction between the 
customer and the retail" The preceding text clearly indicates that a personal message is 
provided to a person located on the network, which in this case is the retail)(page lcol.l 
lines 36-39;fig. 3 element 6), and b) producing a personalized data file by digitally 
combining the first data file and the message, wherein the message is prepared 
by the person to whom the message was provided in step a) prior to being 
digitally combined with the first data file (i.e., "online services over the Internet offer 
web customers the ability to select an image or graphic for the front of a greeting card 
and offer a standard greeting to be printed with the selected card or alternatively offer 
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the ability to type in a personalized message'' The preceding text clearly indicates that 
the system combines personalized message with other files)(page 1 col. 2 lines 1-6) 

With respect to claim 2, Parker discloses a method wherein a message is 
provided to the person over a network (i.e., "system will be accessible over a wired or 
a wireless wide area network including the Internet" The preceding text clearly indicates 
that the system is provided over a network)(page 2 col. 2 lines 1-2). 

With respect to claim 3, Parker discloses a method wherein the first data 
file is specified by accessing a menu (i.e., "services over the Internet offer web 
customers the ability to select an image or graphic for the front" The preceding text 
clearly indicates that there exists a menu for selection)(page 1 col. 2 lines 1-3). 

With respect to claim 4, Parker discloses a method wherein the first data 
file comprises at least one image (i.e., "ability to select a card image and type a 
personalized message" The preceding text clearly indicates that the use of image is being 
implemented)(page 1 col.l lines 44-46). 

With respect to claim 5, Parker discloses a method wherein the first data 
file comprises a photographic image (i.e., "which preferably includes a high-quality, 
photographic image" The preceding text clearly indicates that a photographic image is 
being implemented) (page 4 col. 2 lines 48-49). 



Application/Control Number: 10/659,477 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2165 

With respect to claim 6, Parker discloses a method wherein the message 
is written by the person using a device which produces a data file corresponding 
to the message, and wherein the data file so produced is digitally overlaid on the 
photographic image (i.e., "At 425 the images can also be edited by the user to include 
and position text overlay, for example, "Happy 49.sup.th Birthday" John, or to also edit 
the image itself using certain templates 424 to facilitate the ease of the editing or 
combining images." The preceding text clearly indicates that overlay of messages is 
being implemented) (page 3 col. 2 lines 39-43). 

With respect to claim 7, Parker discloses a method wherein the first data 
file is a video file comprising a plurality of frames (i.e., "the selection or creation of a 
particular expression and also sometimes include audio or video files associated 
therewith as part of the presentation" The preceding text clearly indicates that video files 
are being used)(page 1 col. 1 lines 55-58) 

With respect to claim 8, Parker discloses a method wherein the message 
is written by the person using a device which produces a data file corresponding 
to the message, and wherein the data file so produced is digitally overlaid on at 
least one of said plurality of frames (i.e., "At 425 the images can also be edited by the 
user to include and position text overlay, for example, "Happy 49.sup.th Birthday" John, 
or to also edit the image itself using certain templates 424 to facilitate the ease of the 
editing or combining images" The preceding text clearly indicates that overlay of 
messages is being implemented)(page 3 col. 2 lines 39-43). 
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With respect to claim 9, Parker discloses a method wherein the first data 
file is a selected from the group consisting of a graphic file and a text file (i.e., 
"over the Internet offer web customers the ability to select images or graphics." The 
preceding text clearly indicates that the system selects graphics)(page 1 col. 2 lines 2-3). 

With respect to claim 10, Parker discloses a method wherein the message 
comprises a script comprising dialog to be read by the person and the first data 
file is a video file (i.e., "particular expression and also sometimes include audio or 
video files associated therewith as part of the presentation" The preceding text clearly 
indicates that video file is being used and one skilled in the art can claim of dialog to be 
read in the video)(page 1 col. 1 lines 560-58). 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Parker discloses a method wherein the dialog is 
read by the person and recorded to produce an audio file and wherein the audio 
file is digitally combined with the video file (i.e., "particular expression and also 
sometimes include audio or video files associated therewith as part of the presentation" 
The preceding text clearly indicates that audio file and video files are being used)(page 1 
col. 1 lines 560-58). 

With respect to claim 12, Parker discloses a method wherein the 
personalized data file is provided to a user over a network (i.e., "system will be 
accessible over a wired or a wireless wide area network including the Internet" The 
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preceding text clearly indicates that the system is provided over a network)(page 2 col. 2 
lines 1-2). 

With respect to claim 13, Parker discloses a method of producing a 
recorded performance, the method comprising the steps of: a) providing a script 
to at least one person present at a site on a network, the script comprising dialog 
and directions for action, and b) recording a performance of the script by the at 
least one person (i.e., "particular expression and also sometimes include audio or 
video files associated therewith as part of the presentation'' The preceding text clearly 
indicates that a particular expression which is also directions for action is given to be 
performed therefore one skilled in the art can claim of providing a script to at least one 
person present at a site on a network, the script comprising dialog and directions for 
action by one or more people)(page 1 col. 1 lines 560-58). 

With respect to claim 14, Parker discloses a method wherein the script is 
provided to a plurality of persons present at the site, and wherein in step b) the 
script is performed by the plurality of persons (i.e., "particular expression and also 
sometimes include audio or video files associated therewith as part of the presentation"' 
The preceding text clearly indicates that a particular expression, which is also directions 
for action, is given to perform by one or more people) (page 1 col. 1 lines 56-58). 

With respect to claim 15, Parker discloses a method wherein the performance is 
subject to a record-keeping requirement and wherein information pertaining to 
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the performance in accordance with the record-keeping requirement is combined 
with the recorded performance (i.e., "selection of a particular image, the selection or 
creation of a particular expression and also sometimes include audio or video files 
associated therewith as part of the presentation." The preceding text clearly indicates 
that wherein information pertaining to the performance in accordance with the record- 
keeping requirement is combined with the recorded performance)(page 1 col. 1 lines 53- 
58). 

With respect to claim 16, Parker discloses a method wherein the recorded 
performance is provided to a viewer over a network (i.e., "system will be accessible 
over a wired or a wireless wide area network including the Internet" The preceding text 
clearly indicates that the system is provided over a network)(page 2 col. 2 lines 1-2). 

With respect to claim 17, Parker discloses a method wherein premium is 
charged to a user providing the message (i.e., "the cost of the greeting card charged 
to the user" The preceding text clearly indicates that a user is charged)(page 6 col. 2 line 
10) 

With respect to claim 18, Parker discloses a method wherein a 
personalized data file produced (i.e., "with the selected card or alternatively offer the 
ability to type in a personalized message " The preceding text clearly indicates that a user 
can produce their own personalized data file or select it from a list)(page 1 col. 2 lines 4- 
6). 
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With respect to claim 19, Parker discloses a method wherein recorded 
performance produced (i.e., "video files associated therewith as part of the 
presentation. 1 ' The preceding text clearly indicates that a video file is associated with the 
presentation therefore the video need to be recorded first before it can be attached to the 
presentation so one skilled in the art can claim of recorded performance produced of the 
video file). 

With respect to claim 20, Parker discloses a system for producing a 
personalized data file, the system comprising: a) means for accessing a site on a 
network (i.e., "system will be accessible over a wired or a wireless wide area network 
including the Internet." The preceding text clearly indicates that the system is provided 
over a network) (page 2 col. 2 lines 1-2); means for providing a message to a person 
present at the site on the network (i.e., "database of expressions categorized by 
occasions, the greeting card messages would be further personalized by interaction 
between the customer and the retail." The preceding text clearly indicates that a personal 
message is provided to a person located on the network, which in this case is the 
retail)(page lcol.l lines 36-39;fig. 3 element 6); means for selecting a data file (i.e., 
"ability to select a card image and type a personalized message" The preceding text 
clearly indicates that the use of image is being implemented)(page 1 col.l lines 44-46); 
means for enabling a person present at the site on the network to prepare the 
message (i.e., "...alternatively offer the ability to type in a personalized message" The 
preceding text clearly indicates that the system allows a user to personalized their own 
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message)(page 1 col. 2 lines 5-6); and e) means for combining the message 
prepared in step d) with the data file to produce a personalized data file (i.e., 
"online services over the Internet offer web customers the ability to select an image or 
graphic for the front of a greeting card and offer a standard greeting to be printed with 
the selected card or alternatively offer the ability to type in a personalized message.'" The 
preceding text clearly indicates that the system combines personalized message with 
other files)(page 1 col. 2 lines 1-6). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Joseph C. Opare-Abetia whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-6594. The examiner can normally be reached on mon-fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, JEFFREY A. GAFFIN can be reached on (571) 272-4146. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. /J //} /2 . 



Conclusion 



U A JEFFREY GAFF#K 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 
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